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The first year of the SDGs’ Observatory in Portuguese 
companies was based on a strong collaboration with 
people from diverse areas of knowledge with whom we 
had important conversations. Throughout the process, 
these partners supported the path of inquiry that the 
team started to tread while questioning relevant points 
and, above all, giving key inputs, which led us to boost 
our knowledge. We want to thank this whole network 
of experts and each and every one of these people 
individually.

Firstly, our Advisory Board, made up of Ana Feijó of 
BPI – Fundação “la Caixa,” António Pires de Lima of 
BCSD Portugal, Clara Bento of the Fundação Francisco 
Manuel dos Santos, Gabriel Bernardino of the CMVM 
– Portuguese Securities Market Commission, Gabriela 
Figueiredo Dias, of the IESBA – International Ethics 
Standards Board for Accountants, Gonçalo Matias, 
of the Fundação Francisco Manuel dos Santos, Isabel 
Ucha, of Euronext, José Pena do Amaral, of BPI – 
Fundação “la Caixa,” Margarida Couto, of GRACE 
– Empresas Responsáveis, Mário Parra da Silva, of 
the UN Global Compact Network Portugal, and Nuno 
Gonçalves of IAPMEI (Agency for Competitiveness 
and Innovation), for their pertinent contributions to the 
advancement, accuracy, and relevance of this study.

To Professor Rob van Tulder, Professor of International 
Business at the Rotterdam School of Management, 
Erasmus University (RSM) and Head of the Resource 
Partnership Center, our guest academic advisor, for 
his shared expertise concerning the SDGs and his 
fundamental inputs while drafting the questionnaires 
and interviews conducted with the Large and Small 
and Medium-sized companies, object of this study.
To David Xavier, Secretary General of the General 
Secretariat of the Presidency of the Council of Ministers 
(PCM), who, during an informative conversation, gave 
us a macro and micro perspective of the various 
ministries, implementing the SDGs, as well as the 
short and long-term objectives of the Portuguese 

Government clear. We also thank his team, including 
Sérgio Gomes da Silva, Head of the Department of 
Public Relations and Communication of the PCM, 
with whom we also had the chance to share relevant 
knowledge.

To Nuno Santos, at the time of the meeting, the Executive 
President of the Development and Cohesion Agency, 
now Partner Development Director of Microsoft, who 
helped us open many doors with crucial elements of 
the Portuguese Government and with the Cohesion 
Agency so that we were able to obtain the knowledge 
of Portuguese needs concerning the SDGs.
To Hugo Melo de Paiva and Glória Sousa, of the 
Services Management of the International Economic 
Organizations of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
who, with their vast experience, shared the context 
and evolution of the activities of the Portuguese 
Government and its alignment with the 2030 Agenda. 
We thank them for sharing that “the Portuguese 
commitment is international and fully aligned with 
the UN” and has been getting stronger and more 
solid, “although some political challenges remain in 
its strategic implementation.” (Interview realized on 
November 23rd, 2021).

To Cristina Ramos, Head of Unit for Satellite Accounts 
and Quality Assessment of the National Accounts at 
Statistics Portugal (INE), and Ana Simão, Economist 
of INE, who brought a seamless vision of Portugal 
in the world, examples of data recovery and various 
interesting statistics, specific report examples of other 
countries, as well as the challenges that Portugal faces 
according to specific data.
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To Martim Santos, Senior Manager, Business 
Transformation and ESG/Sustainability at KPMG, who 
gave us a seamless vision and a practical and concrete 
view of how we can overcome existing challenges 
through communication, consolidation, and support 
tools for the analysis of materiality.

To Carlos Elavai, Managing Director and Partner, and Luis 
Sacadura, Principal at BCG, who, with a clear alignment 
with the 2030 Agenda, shared their experience and 
relevant national and international references and 
made themselves available by sharing BCG studies and 
showing great interest in promoting these themes in our 
country alongside the business sector.
To Patricia Antunes, Head of Sustainability at Accenture 
Portugal, who shared her experience in reflecting on 
the implementation of the 2030 Agenda with various 
clients, the main obstacles with placing the SDGs as 

company strategy, and an insight into the markets and 
the competitiveness and pressure of the stakeholders 
concerning sustainability.

To João Soares, Partner and Director at Bain & Company, 
who shared various practical examples and a transversal 
vision at a European and Global level concerning the 
corporate world’s current evolution on sustainability.
To Rita Seabra and Elisabete Machado, of IAPMEI, for 
their vital support in gathering the questionnaires and 
interviews conducted with the Small and Medium-sized 
companies and with whom we coordinated a training 
session about the SDGs to put this Agenda forth to the 
Small and Medium-sized companies.

To Margarida Couto, Partner of VdA (Vieira de 
Almeida e Associados), CEO of the Fundação Vasco 
Vieira de Almeida and President of GRACE on behalf 
of VdA, also a member of the Advisory Board of 
the CRB who, with a profoundly current vision of 
the future, enlightened us about the new regulatory 
packages, new guidelines, and laws with greater 
impact on companies. Her contribution made us 
want to go further in this study and report to fight the 
lack of awareness and literacy of European legislative 
packages that impact and will impact Portuguese 
companies.
To Maria Folque, Francisco Almeida, and Teresa 
Coutinho from VdA, who, with constant readiness 
and commitment, created, in partnership with the 
Observatory team, a feature we consider essential to 
the Report: a collection of international and national 
legislation which touches on the theme of the SDGs 
and impacts Portuguese companies.

To Anabela Vaz Ribeiro, Executive Director of the UN 
Global Compact Network Portugal, for challenging 
us with her queries, sharing of knowledge, and view 
of various actions of the UN Global Compact, both 
internationally and nationally.

To Nathalie Ballan, Founder of Sair da Casca and 
board member of GRACE, for her conversation about 
the main challenges of impact assessment and the 
difficult association between the companies and their 
real contribution to the SDGs. Thank you for your 
clarity of vision and concrete examples.

To João Meneses, Secretary General of BCSD 
Portugal, always topical and disruptive, with a clear 
sense of criticism and vast knowledge. He touched 
upon various crucial points of the companies’ vision 
related to the SDGs and keywords, such as the 
circularity throughout the value chain, which gave us 
a lot.
       
  To João Mesquita, Executive Director of COALT 
– Consultoria para o Desenvolvimento, for his 
comprehensive overview of the monitorization culture 
of the SDGs, his knowledge of cooperation networks, 
and specific documents, which proved very useful.
To Ana Cláudia Coelho, Partner of PWC who, very kindly 
and readily shared her experience in undertaking the 
study on “The challenges of Portuguese companies in 
the prioritization of the SDGs 2017”, and through her 
daily experience with companies, gave us a view of the 
future concerning sustainability and implementation 
of the 2030 Agenda in Portugal.
To Bruno Marques, Business Consulting Associate 
Partner at Deloitte Portugal, who, in an interesting 
conversation, talked to us about the general landscape 
of sustainability and the SDGs in the private sector, 
and how they can have a strategic and distinctive 
agenda, as well as of business appreciation on the 
part of investors. He also focused on the strong need 
for awareness and clarification concerning these 
matters in the private sector.


